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HE Tranfaétions of this Year have been as remarkable as thofe 
of any within the Memory of Man. Other Years have been 
more noted for Viétories, but we have fcarce heard of one that 
has been chequer'd with greater Viciffitudes, at home and abroad. 

The Turns of Providence have been fo great and furprizing, as is fufpcient 
to convince us, that neither Humane Power, nor Wifdom, are to be relied on, 
and much-lefs idolix'd. “The wife Man ought not to glory in his Wif 
dom, nor the ftrong Man in his Strength. If they do, it provokes the 
Divine Fuftice to rebuke them. “Tis He who pulls down one, and fets up 
another ; who gives Viétories, and brings about Defeats: He is the wonder- 
ful Counfellor, and the Lord of Hofts ; therefore his Counfel muft ftand, 
and no Weapon form d againft bim fhall profper. This fhowd caufe all thofe who 
know him, to make him the chief Object of their Truft 5 and when he chaftens 
them, to take it as the Rebuke of a Father; to enquire into the Caufes of his 
Difpleafure, and to beg his Afiftance to repent and reform. 


The Liberties of Europe, and the Proteftant Religion, feem to be in as 


great Danger at prefent, as at any time fince the Reformation. Nothing 
threatens them more than the unhappy Diviftons which rage fo much in this 


" Ifland, and are fo induftrioufly fomented by Men of Popifh and Arbitrary 


Principles. 


It has always been the Defign of this Paper to obviate and expofe thofe 
Meafures, which makes it fo much the Objeét of fome Peoples Hatred : haw- 
ever, tis fome Proof of its doing Service, that fuch Men are its Enemies. Thofe 
who are doing what they can, under falfe pretexts of Zeal for the Monarchy 
and the Church, to Jubvert our Eftablifhd Religion and Government, don't love 
to be told of it. But ‘tis neceffary they fhowd ; and fo long as I have the Law 


on 











The PREFACE. 


on my fide, F dont value their Threats. They may flatter themfelves upon the; 
feeming Anvantages 5 but they will be convince done Day, to their Coft 
the Britifh Conftitution will be an Overematch for them. Tho God ‘s 
Sins, may fuffer us to be again endanger'd by that Popery and Slavery Pr 


many among us are fo fond of, yet we have no reafon to doubt, if we return ty 


Him, that He who has fo frequently appear'd for that Religion and Liberty whic 
nid his own Gifts, to make Men happy both in this World and the other. a 
fill enable us, under the Aufpices of her Majefty, and of the Hanover anit 

upon whom the Entalis feta, to defend our fees gain? the Attempts of 


France and Rome, for time to come, as well as we have done in times 


paft. 


Tis needlefs to fay any thing of the Subjeéts of the following Volume 
that may eafily be feen by the Alphabetical Index, and the Contents by 
Head of the Papers. As the Occurrences treated of have been cane 
tis hoped the Reflections upon “em will not be unacceptable to Such as are Loy : 
of their Country, of reformd Chriftianity, and of the Liberties of Mankind - 
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